
Unit 6/Lesson 30 

Lesson Title: Lewis and Clark: What did they find along the way? 

Short Term Goals: Students will understand the importance of what Lewis and Clark found and 
understand how they found and recorded their findings.   
 
SLE’s: 

H.6.3.8 Compare artifacts from events in various periods of history                                              
H.6.3.2 Examine historical people and events.                                                                              
H.6.3.15 Identify the modes of transportation in westward movement (e.g., wagons, horses, 
railroads)                                                                                                                                                                                               

Common Core Standards: 

CCRI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers. 

CCRI.3.2 Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details, and explain how they 
support the main idea. 

CCRI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, 
sequence, and cause/effect. 

CCRI.3.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g. key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 
information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

CCRI.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 

CCSL.3.1c Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and 
link their comments to the remarks of others. 

CCSL.3.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats. 

Materials: 

paper                                                    envelopes for mystery items                                                        
image of Lewis’ journal                       image of a grouse                                                                
descriptions of animals discovered 
 

Internet Resources: 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/lewisandclark/resources_discoveries_animal.html list of 
animals, plants, and native people encountered by Lewis and Clark 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/lewisandclark/resources_discoveries_animal.html


                                                                        

Direct Explanation/Model:                                                                                                             
One Session/ whole group 

What: Students will understand the importance of what Lewis and Clark found, and understand 
how they found and recorded their findings.   
 
Why: Students will develop a general understanding of the hard work Lewis and Clark did.  
They will continue to build and grow on their scientific inquiry.  
 
How: Students will explore various types of primary sources such as images and documents. 
They will collect objects and record information describing them, and will be able to make an 
inference based off of evidence given. 
 
Guided Practice: 

Say, we have learned where Lewis and Clark traveled to, but we have not discussed what they 
discovered.  
 
In the 1800’s there were no computers to record their data, so what did they use? How did they 
record their findings? How did they tell others about it? How did Lewis and Clark collect their 
findings, and where did they store them?  
 
America looked a lot different in the 1800’s. When Lewis and Clark set out on their venture, 
they didn’t bring their laptop or ipad to record their new findings, so what did they use? Call on 
children for answers.  Show the children the picture of Lewis’s journal.   
 
Ask children to write a list of 10 things they think Lewis and Clark might have discovered.  
Call on children and write down their ideas so everyone can see them. Lewis and Clark found 
over 300 species of animals, 50 Native American Indian tribes, and countless plant life, not to 
mention the new land.  
 
Lewis and Clark did not have a camera to take a picture of what they found. They had to draw 
everything by hand, which is very hard work. Show the picture of a sage grouse. This is just one 
of the hundreds of animals Lewis and Clark found.  
 
Lewis and Clark also collected many various items to take back home with them. They had a 
specimen box, where they kept pants, fossils, rocks, and any other thing they wanted to take 
home to study.  
 
Lewis and Clark discovered hundreds of different things that were important to the development 
of mankind. They found plants that they were able to use for not only cooking, but for medicine. 
They discovered different animals which was important. They found new Native American 
tribes, who were able to teach them about the land.  
 
The work Lewis and Clark did was very important and hard work.  



 
Apply: 
 
Take a walk on the school grounds. Have the students choose a specimen of a plant, leaf, rock, or 
other object. They will put the specimen in an envelope so only they know what it looks like. 
They will record information about their objects. What color, shape, and size are they?  Are there 
any unique details?  What do they taste like?  Can they be used for anything?  
 
Have the children share their recorded evidence with the class. See if the children can use the 
information provided, to infer what their classmate’s item is.  
Then have them share the item with the whole class. 
 
 
 

 
Journal 
 
 
 



 
grouse 

.  

 

Grizzly Bear 

“In the evening we saw a Brown or Grisley beare on a sand 
beech, I went out with one man Geo Drewyer & Killed the 
bear, which was verry large and a turrible looking animal, 
which we found verry hard to kill we Shot ten Balls into him 
before we killed him, & 5 of those Balls through his lights 
This animal is the largest of the carnivorous kind I ever saw 
we had nothing that could way him, I think his weight may be 
stated at 500 pounds [227 kilograms]…. we had him skined 
and divided, the oile tried up & put in Kegs for use.” 

 

American Bison 

Great herds of “buffalow” were noted throughout the journey. 
The expedition members frequently killed and ate bison. 



 

Mountain Lion 

May 16, 1805 – The morning was fair and the day proved 
favorable to our operations . . . in the early part of the day two 
of our men fired on a panther, a little below our encampment, 
and wounded it; they informed us that it was very large, had 
just killed a deer partly devoured it, and in the act of 
concealing the ballance as they discovered him. 

 

Coyote 

First observed on September 18, 1804, in South Dakota. Lewis 
and Clark referred to the Coyote as “Prairie Wolf” 

“A Prarie Wolf come near the bank and Barked at us this 
evening, we made an attempt but could not git him, the 
animale barkes like a large ferce dog.” 

 

Wolverine 

June 14, 1805 – (probably a wolverine) In returning through 
the level bottom of Medecine river and about 200 yards 
distant from the Missouri, my direction led me directly to an 
anamal that I at first supposed was a wolf. But on nearer 
approach or about sixty paces distant I discovered that it was 
not. Its colour was a brownish yellow; it was standing near 
it’s burrow, and when I approached it thus nearly, it couched 
itself down like a cat looking immediately at me as if it 
designed to spring on me. 

 

Elk 

First noted: December 2, 1805, at the mouth of the Columbia 
River. The expedition members frequently killed and ate elk. 

 

Prairie Dog 

First noted: September 7, 1804, in Boyd County, Nebraska. ” 
Just above the entrance of Teapot creek on the star’d side 
there is a large assemblage of the burrows of the Barking 
Squirrel.” Lewis described the their barkings as those of 
“little toy dogs.” He was so enamored with these creatures 
that he sent a live one to Thomas Jefferson in Washington. 

 

Mountain Goat 

First Noted: August 24, 1805, in Lemhi County, Idaho. There is 
only one recorded sighting of the mountain goat on the 
expedition, called “mountain sheep” by Lewis and Clark. 
These animals occurred high in the mountains, often amdist 
the forbidding glaciers. Lewis bought the skin of a mountain 
goat from local Indians near the Columbia River. 



 

Badger 

First Noted: February 6, 1804 at Camp Dubois. Lewis called 
the Badger the barking dog of the prairie. The following 
description was written at Fort Clatsop on February 26, 1806: 
“His Shape & Size is like that of a Beaver, his head mouth &c. 
is like a Dogs with Short Ears, his Tail and Hair like that of a 
Ground Hog, and longer, and lighter.” Lewis was especially 
impressed with its claws, which he measured at 3/4 of an inch 
in length. 

 

Whooping Crane 

April 11, 1805 – “Saw some large white cranes pass up the 
river.” Lewis and Clark were almost certainly describing the 
Whooping Crane as they traversed the Columbia River. 
Today, the Whooping Crane is an exceedingly rare sight and 
is considered critically endangered. 

 

Western Meadowlark 

First Noted: June 22, 1805, at Great Falls, Cascade County, 
Montana. In his journal, Lewis compares this newly 
discovered meadowlark (that he killed) with the eastern 
meadowlark. According to Lewis, the western meadowlark 
“much resembles the bird called the oldfield lark with a 
yellow brest and a black spot on the croop; tho’ this differs 
from ours in the form of the tail which is pointed, being 
formed of feathers of unequal length; the beak is somewhat 
longer and more curved and the note differs considerably; 
however in size, action, and colours there is no perceptable 
difference; or at least none that strikes my eye. 

 

Lewis’ Woodpecker 

First Noted: July 20, 1805, near Helena, Montana. A specimen 
of the Lewis’ Woodpecker may be the only surviving animal 
specimen from the expedition. According to Lewis, “The 
Black woodpecker which I have frequently mentioned and 
which is found in most parts of the roky Mountains as well as 
the Western and S. W. Mountains, I had never an opportunity 
of examining untill a few days since when we killed and 
preserved several of them. This bird is about the size of the 
lark woodpecker or the turtle dove, tho’ it’s wings are longer 
than either of those birds.” The species was eventually 
named for him. 

 

Western Tanager 

First Noted: June 6, 1806 in Idaho County, Idaho 

http://mrnussbaum.com/lewiswoodpecker


 

White Pelican 

“…the boat passed a Island 2 Miles above the little Scouix 
R[iver] on the upper point of this Isld Some hundreds of 
Pelicans were collected, they left 3 fish on the Sand” —
William Clark 

 

“I saw several very large grey Eagles today they are half as 
large again as the common bald Eagle of this country. I do 
not think bald Eagle here qu[i]te so large as those of the U’ 
States; the grey Eagle is infinitely larger and is no doubt a 
distinct species.” —Meriwether Lewis, July 11, 1805 in 
Montana. At the time, these birds were referred to as Calumet 
Birds  

 

 


